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of citizen had been contemptuously denied by the old  regime

remembered nothing but the fact thai they wore cifhvns that
they were less the prophets of the new than the heirs of the old,
that they were part of a long history, and thai ju: I our idc the
frontier the last flower of German manhood was desperately
closing its thinning ranks in a final effort at uwseivation. No
German could have gone on to betray thai lor which in that
last agony the front line stood. So historic, so dramatic was the
hour that even Liebknecht toyed for a moment with t!u* idea of
national unity and a national dibit; so great in eivili/a! men is
the power of history.

For good and for ill the decision was taken. There had been a
German revolution; it had lasted exactly two days.